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your apathy, or will you build a common good
with your idealism? Will you be the spectator
in the renewal of your country or a citizen?

The methods of the past may have been
flawed, but the idealism of the past was not
an illusion. Your calling is not easy, because
you must do the acting and the caring. But
there is fulfillment in that sacrifice, which
creates hope for the rest of us. Every life
you help proves that every life might be
helped. The actual proves the possible. And
hope is always the beginning of change.

Thank you for having me, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in the
Joyce Center. In his remarks, he referred to Rev.
Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C., president, Patrick F.
McCartan, chairman, board of trustees, Rev.
Timothy R. Scully, C.S.C., executive vice presi-
dent, Nathan O. Hatch, provost, Rev. Theodore
M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., president emeritus, and
Rev. Edward P. Joyce, C.S.C., executive vice
president emeritus, University of Notre Dame;
and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida.

Proclamation 7442—National
Maritime Day, 2001
May 18, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout our history, America’s eco-

nomic prosperity has been closely tied to its
maritime geography. From indigenous peo-
ples navigating our majestic rivers to colo-
nists settling along the New World’s eastern
shores, natives and immigrants alike have re-
lied on the sea and our bountiful inland wa-
terways for commerce and security.

In colonial days and in the 19th century,
America’s maritime industries facilitated the
exchange of goods and the migration of pio-
neers. During World War II, some 6,000
American seafarers and more than 700 U.S.
merchant ships fell to enemy action, many
in the infamous Run to Murmansk. No
branch of our Armed Forces, save the Ma-
rine Corps, suffered a higher casualty rate.
Today, our Merchant Marine continues this
proud tradition.

As recently as the Persian Gulf War and
during humanitarian and military operations

since, a unique partnership of Government,
industry, and labor has continued its vital
maritime service to our Nation. Many civilian
merchant mariners crew the Maritime Ad-
ministration’s Ready Reserve Force, which
is observing its 25th anniversary.

Today, the U.S. maritime fleet has de-
creased in the number of vessels in the inter-
national trades, but it transports goods more
efficiently and economically than ever be-
fore. These U.S. ships deliver a billion tons
of imports and exports each year in our for-
eign trade and another billion tons of water-
borne domestic trade. Many merchant sea-
farers are trained at outstanding institutions
such as the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
at Kings Point, New York, the six State mari-
time academies, and several union and indus-
try training facilities.

To help ensure continued competitive-
ness, we must tailor our maritime policy to
the challenges of the 21st century. America’s
Marine Transportation System will help de-
termine our long-term economic health and
improve our ability to respond quickly and
effectively in crisis. Within the next 2 dec-
ades, cargo will double. Accordingly, my Ad-
ministration is working with Government
agencies, the maritime industry, shippers,
labor unions, and environmental groups to
ensure that our waterways continue to serve
as a sound transportation option in the face
of ever-growing congestion on highways and
rail lines.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933,
has designated May 22 of each year as ‘‘Na-
tional Maritime Day’’ and has authorized and
requested that the President issue an annual
proclamation calling for its appropriate ob-
servance.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2001, as
National Maritime Day. I call upon the peo-
ple of the United States to celebrate this ob-
servance and to display the flag of the United
States at their homes and in their commu-
nities. I also request that all ships sailing
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under the American flag dress ship on that
day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 21, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Trade and Investment Policy
Toward Sub-Saharan Africa and
Implementation of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act
May 18, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 106 of title I of the

Trade and Development Act of 2000 (Public
Law 106–200), I transmit herewith the 2001
Comprehensive Report of the President on
U.S. Trade and Investment Policy toward
Sub-Saharan Africa and Implementation of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 18, 2001.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 21.

Commencement Address at Yale
University in New Haven,
Connecticut
May 21, 2001

President Levin, thank you very much.
Dean Brodhead; fellows of the Yale Corpora-
tion; fellow Yale parents, families, and grad-
uates. It’s a special privilege to receive this
honorary degree. I was proud 33 years ago
to receive my first Yale degree; I’m even

prouder that in your eyes I’ve earned this
one.

I congratulate my fellow honorees. I’m
pleased to share this honor with such a distin-
guished group. I’m particularly pleased to be
here with my friend, the former President
of Mexico. Señor Presidente, usted es un
verdadero lider, y un gran amigo.

I congratulate all the parents who are here.
It’s a glorious day when your child graduates
from college. It’s a great day for you; it’s a
great day for your wallet. [Laughter] Most
important, congratulations to the class of
2001. To those of you who received honors,
awards, and distinctions, I say, well done.
And to the C students I say, you, too, can
be President of the United States. [Laughter]
A Yale degree is worth a lot, as I often remind
Dick Cheney—[laughter]—who studied
here, but left a little early. So now we know:
If you graduate from Yale, you become Presi-
dent; if you drop out, you get to be Vice
President. [Laughter]

I appreciate so very much the chance to
say a few words on this occasion. I know Yale
has a tradition of having no commencement
speaker. I also know that you’ve carved out
a single exception. Most people think that
to speak at Yale’s commencement, you have
to be President. But over the years, the speci-
fications have become far more demanding.
Now you have to be a Yale graduate; you
have to be President; and you have had to
have lost the Yale vote to Ralph Nader.

This is my first time back here in quite
a while. I’m sure that each of you will make
your own journey back at least a few times
in your life. If you’re like me, you won’t re-
member everything you did here. [Laughter]
That can be a good thing. [Laughter] But
there will be some people and some mo-
ments you will never forget.

Take, for example, my old classmate Dick
Brodhead, the accomplished dean of this
great university. I remember him as a young
scholar, a bright lad—[laughter]—a hard
worker. We both put a lot of time in at the
Sterling Library, in the reading room, where
they have those big leather couches. [Laugh-
ter] We had a mutual understanding. Dick
wouldn’t read aloud, and I wouldn’t snore.
[Laughter]
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